
LADYSMITH SALTAIR GARDEN CLUB
United Church Hall

Minutes for the monthly meeting held September 19th, 2013.

The meeting opened with Carol Henderson welcoming guests and 
new members.  The regular meeting was called to order.  There 
were 28 members present.

Minutes – Vicki Dunsmuir read the minutes of the last regular 
meeting of May, 2013.  They were amended as follows:
a) Carol Henderson (rather than Donna Ferguson) gave the 

financial report following the spring plant sale, and
b) Doug and Millicent Neimes invited club members to tour 

their garden on July 4th.
Following the corrections, the minutes were adopted as read. 
Apologies to Carol, Donna, Doug and Millicent.

Treasurer’s report – Donna Ferguson gave the treasurer’s report 
which was adopted as read.

Correspondence – 
a) Thank you letter and photo received from Mackenzie 

Urquhart, recipient of the garden club’s bursary.  Ms. 
Urquhart has just graduated from Ladysmith Secondary 
and plans to study Environmental or Health Science at 
Vancouver Island University.

b) Notification received from the BC Council of Garden Clubs 
that the annual general meeting will be held October 19th, 
2013, in Burnaby.  Anyone interested is welcome to attend.

Old business –



a) Thank you to all who contributed to an enjoyable summer 
schedule, especially:  Deb Zellermeyer for hosting our 
“indoor” potluck; Nicki Lockstead, Doug and Millicent 
Neimes, and Sandy Wilson for inviting us to tour their 
gardens, Donna Stackhouse for presenting the club’s 
bursary at the high school graduation ceremony and Pam 
Frazer for organizing the tours.

b) Follow up discussion regarding the date and a new location 
for the annual spring plant sale.  David Mitchell moved we 
hold the sale on Saturday, May 10th, 2014; seconded by 
Doug Neimes; carried.  Shamim Rampuri moved we have the 
sale at Aggie Hall; seconded by Gillian Murad; carried.

c) Discussion regarding increasing the club’s annual 
membership fees to $15.  David Mitchell moved we increase 
fees to $15 commencing 2014; seconded by Susan 
McWhirter; carried.

New business –
a) Gail Wiseman Reed, Ladysmith Community Gardens Society, 

proposing that we combine resources in order to share the 
costs of professional speakers for the “Edible Gardening 
Project”.  At present Ladysmith Family and Friends, the 
Ladysmith Library and the Town of Ladysmith are also 
involved.  Gail gave an overview of her fund raising efforts 
to date, which include applying for a provincial grant. 
Discussion regarding the pros/cons of the proposal.  Pam 
Frazer moved that the club commit to sharing the costs of 
up to three speakers for the spring of 2014, then assess 
whether we want to continue with the cost sharing plan. 
Shamim Rampuri seconded the motion; carried.

b) Agenda for October:  brief business meeting followed by 
members only perennial auction.



c) Agenda for November:  Jim Turley of Turley’s Florist, 
Nanaimo, will demonstrate decorations for the holiday 
season.  Then it’s election time.!  Please consider 
volunteering for any of the four executive positions and/or 
support positions.

Tours – Pam Frazer gave details for the tour of Butchart 
Garden’s planned for October 17th, 2013.  Sign up sheet available.

Queen’s Park – Jennifer Forrest gave update regarding the 
gardens; new perennials have been planted.

Library – Jeanette Rawek reviewed manual titled “Canadian 
Encyclopedia of Plants and Flowers” which will be kept in the 
library as a reference.

Guest speaker – Lennie Clark gave a presentation on “Scaling 
Down the Garden” with helpful tips on downsizing and preserving 
seeds.

The raffle was held and the meeting adjourned.

Minutes submitted by:
Vicki Dunsmuir
October 11, 2013


