
California and Oregon Garden Tour 

May 7 to 12, 2014 

Redwoods, rhodos, wine and west coast 

Folks- this will be a very special garden tour not to be missed. The Cowichan Valley Rhododendron 

Society is hosting a tour of gardens and sights along the northern California coast and southern Oregon 

in early May 2014, peak flowering time.   The tour begins in San Francisco (SF) with participants flying 

one way on Wednesday May 7 (or earlier) from Victoria/Vancouver to this beautiful and historic garden 

city.  

We stay overnight near the airport with a wine and cheese reception to greet you with optional supper 

downtown at famous Fisherman’s Wharf. The first stop the next day is at Filoli gardens in Woodside, 

recognized as one of the finest remaining country estates of the early 20th century. This is a remarkable 

654–acre property, including the 36,000 square foot Georgian country house and spectacular 16–acre 

English Renaissance garden.  We then head north to Strybing Arboretum in Golden Gate Park where we 

enjoy the 55 acre garden with more than 50,000 plants and a box lunch followed by an iconic view of 

Golden Gate Bridge.  We continue north inland to Santa Rosa/ Sonoma valley for an overnight stay and 

winery visit with a side trip to the Sonoma Horticultural gardens.  

Next morning we arrive back on the coast for visit to a fabulous private rhododendron garden near Pine 

Grove and then the Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens where the local ARS chapter has invited us to 

their annual 1000+ entry rhodo, flower and azalea show. This 47 acre haven is known for its tender 

species rhododendrons that produce some of the most fragrant blossoms of the year. We stay overnight 

in Fort Bragg. 

On Saturday we make the first of several stops in the magnificent Redwood forests of northern 

California with several other prime garden stops along the coast highway including Stagecoach Hill. This 

is the only place in the world where naturalists marvel at the self-hybridizing native western azalea 

thriving in what is described as a symphony of nature.  We overnight in Bandon or Florence Oregon.     

Next morning we tour the historic and restored Hinsdale Estate Garden near Reedsport, Oregon and 

travel on to Eugene and the renowned Greer Gardens and Nursery where arrangements have been 

made for our group to buy Harold and Nancy Greer’s rare and unusual rhododendrons and other special 

plants. The plants will be inspected and shipped for pickup in Duncan.   

Our final night May 11 is at the recently upgraded Embassy Suites hotel in downtown Portland where 
we are welcomed with an evening reception.  Your evening is free to explore shop and dine in this 
vibrant city on the Willamette and Columbia Rivers.   
 
On Monday morning after a cooked to order breakfast buffet we visit the Crystal Springs Rhododendron 
Garden. It features more than 2,500 rhodos, azaleas, and other plants in a setting of small lakes, many 



paths, fountains and waterfalls. We then head north to catch the late BC Ferry to Duke Point arriving 
Duncan and Victoria after midnight.  We’ll also stop at the duty free shop in Blaine on the way home. 
 
Note the final itinerary may change once the dry run has been completed and all arrangements 
confirmed but the dates of the tour will remain as May 7 to May 12, 2014. Final pricing will be 
confirmed by April 15.  
 
The all-inclusive cost of this tour is approximately $1000 per person (double occupancy) or an additional 

$275 for single occupancy.  Included in the price: 

 5 nights’  accommodation in good  and comfortable  hotels 

 Welcome California wine and cheese reception at SF hotel ( 6:30  pm on May 7)  

 Complementary Airport Shuttle in San Francisco to the hotel  

 5 days of deluxe coach transportation from SF through California ,Oregon  to Duncan /Victoria 

 Ferry fares, garden entry fees, gratuities and taxes and US$ exchange 

 All meals (except suppers on  May 7 and 11)  including wine tasting in the Sonoma Valley 

 Morning snacks, soft drinks and bottled water 

 Special plant buying opportunity at the famous Greer nursery in southern Oregon  

 A fun and exciting  time with fellow gardeners and rhodoholics 

You will need a valid passport for this trip to fly to the US. Please check expiry dates on your passports!   
We also recommend you purchase travel medical insurance (BCAA or other) for your visit to the USA. 
Participants should be in good physical condition but the sites are mostly well accessible. 
 
Options: If you are interested in riding the bus from Victoria down to SF (min. 2 days travel), please 
contact me. If you wish to spend a few days in SF before the tour we can arrange special hotel rates for 
advance visitors.   Please advise if you wish to request triple occupancy for the hotels.  In San Francisco 
transportation can be arranged from the hotel to downtown waterfront. Walk through festive 
marketplaces, including Pier 39, Ghirardelli Square, and enjoy the city's best seafood restaurants all with 
breathtaking views of San Francisco Bay.  
 
Note: We require a minimum of 40 participants for this tour. DO NOT BOOK your one way flight to SF 
until I confirm we have reached the minimum. 100% refunds will be given if the tour does not proceed.   
There are many options and airlines that fly from Victoria or Vancouver to SF and it will be your 
responsibility to book and pay for your flight once the trip is confirmed. You should plan to arrive in SF 
before 5 pm on May 6.  Current one way fares from Victoria to SF are less than $250 all found.  
 
We will arrive back to Duncan and Victoria late on Monday May 12 on the 10:45 pm Ferry to Duke Point. 
We expect to be at the Tsawassen terminal by 9:15 pm so Saltspring Island passengers can catch their 
late ferry home.  
 
Deposit:  A $300 deposit per person is required by Feb. 15 with a cheque made out to Bill Dumont and 
mailed to 1753 Peerless Road, Cobble Hill, BC V0R 1L6. Indicate double or single room. Any questions 
call me at 250 743 9882 or email  wedumont@hotmail.com  Final Payment is due on April 15, 2014.    
 
Please distribute this information about this exciting tour to your friends and fellow gardeners.   
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